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This clearly written and engrossing book presents a global narrative of the origins of the modern world from
1400 to the present. Unlike most studies, which assume that the “rise of the West” is the story of the coming
of the modern world, this history, drawing upon new scholarship on Asia, Africa, and the New World and
upon the maturing field of environmental history, constructs a story in which those parts of the world play
major roles, including their impacts on the environment. Robert B. Marks defines the modern world as one
marked by industry, the nation state, interstate warfare, a large and growing gap between the wealthiest and
poorest parts of the world, increasing inequality within the wealthiest industrialized countries, and an escape
from the environmental constraints of the “biological old regime.” He explains its origins by emphasizing
contingencies (such as the conquest of the New World); the broad comparability of the most advanced
regions in China, India, and Europe; the reasons why England was able to escape from common ecological
constraints facing all of those regions by the eighteenth century; a conjuncture of human and natural forces
that solidified a gap between the industrialized and non-industrialized parts of the world; and the mounting
environmental crisis that defines the modern world.

Now in a new edition that brings the saga of the modern world to the present in an environmental context,
the book considers how and why the United States emerged as a world power in the twentieth century and
became the sole superpower by the twenty-first century, and why the changed relationship of humans to the
environmental likely will be the hallmark of the modern era—the “Anthopocene.” Once again arguing that
the U.S. rise to global hegemon was contingent, not inevitable, Marks also points to the resurgence of Asia
and the vastly changed relationship of humans to the environment that may in the long run overshadow any
political and economic milestones of the past hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin French:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Origins of the Modern World: A
Global and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change).
All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

William Meadows:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Origins of the Modern World: A Global
and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) as your
daily resource information.

Ena Clark:

The book untitled The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the
Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) is the publication that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and
Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Russell Howell:

Exactly why? Because this The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from
the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want



to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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