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On November 4, 1979, Iranian militants stormed the United States Embassy in Tehran and took sixty-six
Americans captive. Thus began the Iran Hostage Crisis, an affair that captivated the American public for 444
days and marked America's first confrontation with the forces of radical Islam. Using hundreds of recently
declassified government documents, historian David Farber takes the first in-depth look at the hostage crisis,
examining its lessons for America's contemporary War on Terrorism.

Unlike other histories of the subject, Farber's vivid and fast-paced narrative looks beyond the day-to-day
circumstances of the crisis, using the events leading up to the ordeal as a means for understanding it. The
book paints a portrait of the 1970s in the United States as an era of failed expectations in a nation plagued by
uncertainty and anxiety. It reveals an American government ill prepared for the fall of the Shah of Iran and
unable to reckon with the Ayatollah Khomeini and his militant Islamic followers.

Farber's account is filled with fresh insights regarding the central players in the crisis: Khomeini emerges as
an astute strategist, single-mindedly dedicated to creating an Islamic state. The Americans' student-captors
appear as less-than-organized youths, having prepared for only a symbolic sit-in with just a three-day supply
of food. ABC news chief Roone Arledge, newly installed and eager for ratings, is cited as a critical catalyst
in elevating the hostages to cause célèbre status.

Throughout the book there emerge eerie parallels to the current terrorism crisis. Then as now, Farber
demonstrates, politicians failed to grasp the depth of anger that Islamic fundamentalists harbored toward the
United States, and Americans dismissed threats from terrorist groups as the crusades of ineffectual madmen.

Taken Hostage is a timely and revealing history of America's first engagement with terrorism and Islamic
fundamentalism, one that provides a chilling reminder that the past is only prologue.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

Here thing why this particular Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with
Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with
Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Taken Hostage:
The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First
Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) in e-book can be your
alternative.

Audrey Thompson:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with
Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) book is readable through you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Taken Hostage: The
Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Taken Hostage:
The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Robert Haas:

The reason? Because this Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First Encounter with
Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.



Blanche Dobos:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Taken Hostage: The Iran Hostage Crisis and America's First
Encounter with Radical Islam (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way
up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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