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Malise Ruthven tackles the polemic and stereotypes surrounding this complex phenomenon - one that eludes
sim today, a conclusion impossible to ignore since the events in New York on September 11 2001. But what
does 'fundamentalism' really mean?

Since it was coined by American Protestant evangelicals in the 1920s, the use of the term 'fundamentalist'
has expanded to include a diverse range of radical conservatives and ideological purists, not all religious.
Fundamentalism could now mean both militant Israeli settlers as well as the Islamist radicals who oppose
them, it can mean Christians, Hindus, animal liberationists, and even Buddhist nationalists. Ruthven
investigates fundamentalism's historical, social, religious, political, and
ideological roots, and tackles the polemic and stereotypes surrounding this complex phenomenon - one that
eludes simple definition, yet urgently needs to be understood.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Fundamentalism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Stuart Ross:

This book untitled Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
e-book from your list.

Vincent Mireles:

Typically the book Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Cesar Ford:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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