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From one of the most important army officers of his generation, a memoir of the revolution in warfare he
helped lead, in combat and in Washington

When John Nagl was an army tank commander in the first Gulf War of 1991, fresh out of West Point and
Oxford, he could already see that America’s military superiority meant that the age of conventional combat
was nearing an end. Nagl was an early convert to the view that America’s greatest future threats would come
from asymmetric warfare—guerrillas, terrorists, and insurgents. But that made him an outsider within the
army; and as if to double down on his dissidence, he scorned the conventional path to a general’s stars and
got the military to send him back to Oxford to study the history of counterinsurgency in earnest, searching
for guideposts for America. The result would become the bible of the counterinsurgency movement, a book
called Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife.

But it would take the events of 9/11 and the botched aftermath of the Iraq invasion to give counterinsurgency
urgent contemporary relevance. John Nagl’s ideas finally met their war. But even as his book began
ricocheting around the Pentagon, Nagl, now operations officer of a tank battalion of the 1st Infantry
Division, deployed to a particularly unsettled quadrant of Iraq. Here theory met practice, violently. No one
knew how messy even the most successful counterinsurgency campaign is better than Nagl, and his
experience in Anbar Province cemented his view. After a year’s hard fighting, Nagl was sent to the Pentagon
to work for Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, where he was tapped by General David Petraeus to
coauthor the new army and marine counterinsurgency field manual, rewriting core army doctrine in the
middle of two bloody land wars and helping the new ideas win acceptance in one of the planet’s most
conservative bureaucracies. That doctrine changed the course of two wars and the thinking of an army.

Nagl is not blind to the costs or consequences of counterinsurgency, a policy he compared to “eating soup
with a knife.” The men who died under his command in Iraq will haunt him to his grave. When it comes to
war, there are only bad choices; the question is only which ones are better and which worse. Nagl’s memoir
is a profound education in modern war—in theory, in practice, and in the often tortured relationship
between the two. It is essential reading for anyone who cares about the fate of America’s soldiers and
the purposes for which their lives are put at risk.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Worsley:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Knife Fights: A
Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Blake Westerman:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in
Theory and Practice to read.

Jennifer Randolph:

Here thing why this kind of Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Knife Fights: A
Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice in e-book can be your substitute.

Pamela Dodge:

The reserve untitled Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and Practice is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Knife Fights: A Memoir of Modern War in Theory and
Practice from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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