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Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA provides the only book-length study of the impact on
residents of the US-Mexico border of NAFTA's Environmental and Labor Side Accords, which required
each state to enforce labor and environmental regulations. Through field research in Matamoros, Tamaulipas,
anthropologist Suzanne Simon tests the premise that the side accords would encourage Mexican grassroots
democratization. The effectiveness of the side accords was tied to transparency and accountability, and
practically bound to opportunities for Mexican border populations to participate in the side accord
petitioning and civil society input mechanisms. Simon conducted sixteen months of fieldwork with both a
group of environmental activists and a group of those fighting for labor justice in Mexico. Both of these
groups became enmeshed in the types of cross-border advocacy networks and coalition building efforts that
are typical of the NAFTA era.

Although the key to the side accords' anticipated success lay in their ostensibly generous participatory, civil
society inclusion and sustainable development opportunities, Sustaining the Borderlands reveals that the
Mexican border populations for which they were largely created are effectively excluded from participating.
This is due to the ongoing online, territorial, class, and cultural barriers that shape the borderlands. Rather
than experiencing the side accords and their companion institutions as transparent and accessible, residents
experienced them as opaque and indecipherable. Simon concludes that the side accords have failed to deliver
on their promise of bringing democracy to Mexico because practical mechanisms that would ensure their
effective implementation were never put in place.

NAFTA took effect at a time when Mexico was undergoing a democratic transition. The treaty was supposed
to encourage this transition and improve environmental and labor conditions on the US-Mexico border. This
book demonstrates that, twenty years later, the promises of NAFTA have not come to pass.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA: Development, Politics, and Participation on the US-
Mexico Border can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA: Development, Politics,
and Participation on the US-Mexico Border yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Theodore Parish:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you personally is
Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA: Development, Politics, and Participation on the US-
Mexico Border this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of
you.

Charles Adams:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA:
Development, Politics, and Participation on the US-Mexico Border can be the solution, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Randolph Urban:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA:
Development, Politics, and Participation on the US-Mexico Border was colourful and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Sustaining the Borderlands in the Age of NAFTA: Development, Politics,
and Participation on the US-Mexico Border has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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