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Americans hate and distrust their government. At the same time, Americans love and trust their government.
These contradictory attitudes are resolved by Fletcher's novel interpretation of constitutional history. He
argues that we have two constitutions--still living side by side--one that caters to freedom and fear, the other
that satisfied our needs for security and social justice.

Thefirst constitution came into force in 1789. It stresses freedom, voluntary association, and republican
elitism. The second constitution begins with the Gettysburg Address and emphasi zes equality, organic
nationhood, and popular democracy. These radical differences between our two constitutions explain our
ambivalence and self-contradictory attitudes toward government.

With September 11 the second constitution--which Fletcher calls the Secret Constitution--has become
ascendant. When Americais under threat, the nation cultivates its solidarity. It overcomesits fear and looks
to government for protection and the pursuit of social justice. Lincoln's messages of a strong government and
anation that must "long endure" have never been more relevant to American politics.

"Fletcher's argument has intriguing implications beyond the sweeping subject of this profoundly thought-
provoking book."--The Denver Post
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From reader reviews:
Roy Brown:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitabl e activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Our Secret
Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.

Y ou know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Scot Vines:

The book Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or
al subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Our Secret Constitution: How
Lincoln Redefined American Democracy. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Bruce Jackson:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the item for al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Our Secret Constitution: How
Lincoln Redefined American Democracy. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. Y ou can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

John Bonilla;

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined
American Democracy as the daily resource information.
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