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The true story of America's first great explorer and adventurer—an African slave named
Esteban Dorantes

Crossing the Continent takes us on an epic journey from Africa to Europe and America as Dr. Robert
Goodwin chronicles the incredible adventures of the African slave Esteban Dorantes (1500-1539), the first
pioneer from the Old World to explore the entirety of the American south and the first African-born man to
die in North America about whom anything is known. Goodwin's groundbreaking research in Spanish
archives has led to a radical new interpretation of American history—one in which an African slave emerges
as the nation's first great explorer and adventurer.

Nearly three centuries before Lewis and Clark's epic trek to the Pacific coast, Esteban and three Spanish
noblemen survived shipwreck, famine, disease, and Native American hostility to make the first crossing of
North America in recorded history. Drawing on contemporary accounts and long-lost records, Goodwin
recounts the extraordinary story of Esteban's sixteenth-century odyssey, which began in Florida and wound
through what is now Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, as far as the Gulf
of California. Born in Africa and captured at a young age by slave traders, Esteban was serving his owner, a
Spanish captain, when their disastrous sea voyage to the New World nearly claimed his life. Eventually he
emerged as the leader of the few survivors of this expedition, guiding them on an extraordinary eight-year
march westward to safety.

On the group's return to the Spanish imperial capital at Mexico City, the viceroy appointed Esteban as the
military commander of a religious expedition sent to establish a permanent Spanish route into Arizona and
New Mexico. But during this new adventure, as Esteban pushed deeper and deeper into the unknown north,
Spaniards far to the south began to hear strange rumors of his death at Zuni Pueblo in New Mexico.

Filled with tales of physical endurance, natural calamities, geographical wonders, strange discoveries, and
Esteban's almost mystical dealings with Native Americans, Crossing the Continent challenges the traditional
telling of our nation's early history, placing an African and his relationship with the Indians he encountered
at the heart of a new historical record.
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From reader reviews:

Van Gee:

This Crossing the Continent 1527-1540 are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason of this Crossing the Continent 1527-1540 can be one of many great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Crossing the Continent 1527-1540 forcing you
to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

William Nelson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time
to be examine. Crossing the Continent 1527-1540 can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have
those short time problems.

Matthew White:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Crossing the Continent 1527-1540 is
simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bonnie Wilson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Crossing the Continent 1527-1540 was filled concerning science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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