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The automobile and Soviet communism made an odd couple. The quintessential symbol of American
economic might and consumerism never achieved iconic status as an engine of Communist progress, in part
because it posed an awkward challenge to some basic assumptions of Soviet ideology and practice. In this
rich and often witty book, Lewis H. Siegelbaum recounts the life of the Soviet automobile and in the process
gives us a fresh perspective on the history and fate of the USSR itself. Based on sources ranging from
official state archives to cartoons, car-enthusiast magazines, and popular films, Cars for Comrades takes us
from the construction of the huge "Soviet Detroits," emblems of the utopian phase of Soviet planning, to
present-day Togliatti, where the fate of Russia's last auto plant hangs in the balance. The large role played by
American businessmen and engineers in the checkered history of Soviet automobile manufacture is one of
the book's surprises, and the author points up the ironic parallels between the Soviet story and the decline of
the American Detroit. In the interwar years, automobile clubs, car magazines, and the popularity of rally
races were signs of a nascent Soviet car culture, its growth slowed by the policies of the Stalinist state and by
Russia's intractable "roadlessness." In the postwar years cars appeared with greater frequency in songs,
movies, novels, and in propaganda that promised to do better than car-crazy America. Ultimately,
Siegelbaum shows, the automobile epitomized and exacerbated the contradictions between what Soviet
communism encouraged and what it provided. To need a car was a mark of support for industrial goals; to
want a car for its own sake was something else entirely. Because Soviet cars were both hard to get and
chronically unreliable, and such items as gasoline and spare parts so scarce, owning and maintaining them
enmeshed citizens in networks of private, semi-illegal, and ideologically heterodox practices that the state
was helpless to combat. Deeply researched and engagingly told, this masterful and entertaining biography of
the Soviet automobile provides a new perspective on one of the twentieth century's most iconic—and
important—technologies and a novel approach to understanding the history of the Soviet Union itself.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Woodley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Cars for Comrades: The Life of the Soviet Automobile can be great book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Tatum Martin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Cars for
Comrades: The Life of the Soviet Automobile will give you new experience in reading a book.

Forest Nelson:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Cars for Comrades: The Life of the
Soviet Automobile is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Miguel Sherman:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. From the book Cars for Comrades: The Life of the Soviet Automobile we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Cars for Comrades: The Life of the Soviet Automobile. You can more desirable than now.
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