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In his highly acclaimed Not in Vain, Leon C. Standifer recounted his experiences as a small-town Mississippi
boy who at age nineteen found himself fighting as a combat infantryman in World War II France and
Germany. Binding up the Wounds carries the story beyond V-E Day to describe what the author saw, heard,
felt, and learned as a member of the American occupation army in the homeland of its defeated enemy.

Standifer, who served in the 94th Infantry Division in western Germany, the Sudetenland, and Bavaria in the
first year of occupation, chronicles that unique and chaotic time from the viewpoint of a typical GI. Germany
was an epic landscape of human need, and cities lay in ruins. But the war was over, light and laughter were
once again possible, and, as Standifer recalls, "we had a ball during that first year." Among the things he
experienced or witnessed were black-market operations large and small (American cigarettes served as a
universal currency, and a few ounces of mess-hall grease or used coffee grounds were valuable
commodities); the spectacle of gung-ho officers attempting to turn combat troops into spit-and-polish
paraders; the exploitive games played between American soldiers and German women; a gut-wrenching visit
to a displaced persons camp; and the difficulties involved in guarding captured soldiers who were no longer
the enemy.

Perhaps most revealing, and often surprising, are the attitudes Standifer discovered among ordinary Germans
toward the war, the Nazis, the "Hitler times" in general-not only during the occupation, but also decades later
when he revisited Germany and spoke with elderly survivors of those times. For there are really two voices
telling the tale of Binding Up the Wounds. One is that of the combat-hardened but otherwise naive twenty-
year-old who lived the experiences. The other is that of the author as retired college professor looking back
over half a century and puzzling out what those experiences meant for himself, for America, and for
humankind.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
Binding Up the Wounds: An American Soldier in Occupied Germany, 1945--1946. All type of book are you
able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ebony Thornton:

The reason? Because this Binding Up the Wounds: An American Soldier in Occupied Germany, 1945--1946
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Lawrence Weatherby:

The book untitled Binding Up the Wounds: An American Soldier in Occupied Germany, 1945--1946 contain
a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice study.

Carroll Boggess:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Binding Up the Wounds: An American
Soldier in Occupied Germany, 1945--1946 as well as others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Binding Up the Wounds: An American Soldier in
Occupied Germany, 1945--1946 to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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