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Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing examines the intricate bond between
poetry and history writing that shaped the theory and practice of empire in early colonial Spanish-American
society. The book explores from diverse perspectives how epic and heroic poetry served to construe a new
Spanish-American elite of original explorers and conquistadors in Juan de Castellanos’s Elegies of Illustrious
Men of the Indies. Similarly, this book offers an interpretation of Castellanos’s writings that shows his
critical engagement with the reformist project postulated in Alonso de Ercilla’s LaAraucana, and it
elucidates the complex poetic discourse Castellanos created to defend the interests of the early generation of
explorers and conquistadors in the aftermath of the promulgation of the New Laws and the mounting
criticism of the institution of the encomienda.

Within the larger context of a new poetics of imperialistic expansion, this book shows how the Elegies offers
one of the earliest examples of the reconfiguration of some of the main tenets of Petrarchism/Garcilacism, as
well as the bold transmutation of dominant poetic discourses that had until then been typically associated
with the nobility. Focusing on the practice of poetic imitation (imitatio) and the themes of authority, piracy,
and captivity, this book shows the transformation undergone by heroic poetry owing to Europe’s encounter
with America and illustrates the contribution of learned heroic verse to the emergence of a Spanish-
American literary tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Bernadine Williams:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de Castellanos's Elegies of
Illustrious Men of the Indies? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Julio Yates:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de Castellanos's
Elegies of Illustrious Men of the Indies can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have
those short spare time problems.

Frank Monroe:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American
Writing: Juan de Castellanos's Elegies of Illustrious Men of the Indies or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to
include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Authority,
Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American Writing: Juan de Castellanos's Elegies of Illustrious
Men of the Indies to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Danielle Deguzman:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Authority, Piracy, and Captivity in Colonial Spanish American



Writing: Juan de Castellanos's Elegies of Illustrious Men of the Indies can make you feel more interested to
read.
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