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In 1880, ancient-growth forest still covered two-thirds of West Virginia, but by the 1920s lumbermen had
denuded the entire region. Ronald Lewis explores the transformation in these mountain counties precipitated
by deforestation. As the only state that lies entirely within the Appalachian region, West
Virginia provides an ideal site for studying the broader social impact of deforestation in Appalachia, the
South, and the eastern United States.

Most of West Virginia was still dominated by a backcountry economy when the industrial transition began.
In short order, however, railroads linked remote mountain settlements directly to
national markets, hauling away forest products and returning with manufactured goods and modern ideas.
Workers from the countryside and abroad swelled new mill towns, and merchants ventured into
the mountains to fulfill the needs of the growing population. To protect their massive investments, capitalists
increasingly extended control over the state's legal and political systems.

Eventually, though, even ardent supporters of industrialization had reason to contemplate the consequences
of unregulated exploitation. Once the timber was gone, the mills closed and the railroads pulled up their
tracks, leaving behind an environmental disaster and a new class of marginalized rural poor to confront the
worst depression in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Transforming the Appalachian
Countryside: Railroads, Deforestation, and Social Change in West Virginia, 1880-1920 will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Andrew Parker:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book Transforming the Appalachian Countryside:
Railroads, Deforestation, and Social Change in West Virginia, 1880-1920 had been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Transforming the Appalachian Countryside: Railroads, Deforestation, and Social Change in West
Virginia, 1880-1920 is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book
Transforming the Appalachian Countryside: Railroads, Deforestation, and Social Change in West Virginia,
1880-1920. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Helen Perez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Transforming the Appalachian
Countryside: Railroads, Deforestation, and Social Change in West Virginia, 1880-1920 reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Transforming the Appalachian Countryside: Railroads,
Deforestation, and Social Change in West Virginia, 1880-1920 as good book not simply by the cover but
also with the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

David Lussier:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful



photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Transforming the Appalachian Countryside: Railroads, Deforestation, and Social
Change in West Virginia, 1880-1920 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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