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This book is for those moving their library beyond places to find information. Written by practicing public
librarians and an academic librarian with an interest in public libraries, the book focuses on how public
libraries can become more community centered and, by doing so, how they can transform both themselves
and their communities. The authors argue that focusing on building community through innovative and
responsive services and programs will be the best way for the public library to reposition itself in the years to
come.

Repositioning the library acknowledges that information is in abundance in contemporary life. And while
accessing information will always be at the heart of what libraries do, it isn’t the only thing they do. It may
not be, in the future, even the most important thing that they do. This book encourages librarians to admit
that our role has evolved and to reframe the discussion so that it is about what we actually can do – play an
essential role in meeting community needs and building strong and vibrant local communities. The authors
argue that repositioning libraries as community centered institutions is a responsibility. Libraries bring
people together. They create community, and they also create mini-communities – everything from book
groups to writing circles to new citizen groups to linguistic or ethnic communities reflected in programming
and in collections. These mini-communities help provide fellowship and foster relationships amongst the
group members, but also, because they exist in the public place that is the library, help the larger community
recognize and learn about the mini-communities that create the larger community. This is the work of
libraries.

The book is divided into three parts which include explorations into the importance of the community
centered library, practical advice on making your library more community centered, and a showcase of
community centered library programs, services and initiatives across the United States. A special focus of the
book is on how community development literature and practice can inform librarianship, with an emphasis
on Asset Based Community Development principles. The book looks at how community centered libraries
build individual and community assets and how, in doing so, they serve as essential community anchors and
institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The
Community-Centered Library has been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Transforming Libraries, Building
Communities: The Community-Centered Library is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship together with the book Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The
Community-Centered Library. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Elsie Port:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Transforming Libraries, Building
Communities: The Community-Centered Library is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Homer Anderson:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The Community-
Centered Library book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Transforming Libraries, Building Communities:
The Community-Centered Library content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The Community-Centered Library is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jennifer Smith:

This Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The Community-Centered Library is completely new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Transforming Libraries, Building Communities: The Community-Centered Library can be the
light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form.



People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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