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Today the friendships that grab peopleâ€™s imaginations are those that reach across inequalities of class and
race. The friendships that seem to have exerted an analogous level of fascination in early modern France
were those that defied the assumption, inherited from Aristotle and patristic sources, that friendships between
men and women were impossible. Together, the essays in Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern
France tell the story of the declining intelligibility of classical models of (male) friendship and of the rising
prominence of women as potential friends. The revival of Platoâ€™s friendship texts in the sixteenth century
challenged Aristotleâ€™s rigid ideal of perfect friendship between men. In the seventeenth century, a new
imperative of heterosociality opened a space for the cultivation of cross-gender friendships, while the
spiritual friendships of the Catholic Reformation modeled relationships that transcended the gendered
dynamics of galanterie. Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France argues that the
imaginative experimentation in friendships between men and women was a distinctive feature of early
modern French culture. The ten essays in this volume address friend-making as a process that is creative of
self and responsive to changing social and political circumstances. Contributors reveal how men and women
fashioned gendered selves, and also circumvented gender norms through concrete friendship practices. By
showing that the benefits and the risks of friendship are magnified when gender roles and relations are
unsettled, the essays in this volume highlight the relevance of early modern friend-making to friendship in
the contemporary world.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Sullivan:

The book Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a reserve Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Karen Wilson:

The reserve untitled Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Men and Women Making
Friends in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

John Martin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) can give you a lot of good friends because by you
checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? We should have Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France (Women and
Gender in the Early Modern World).

Warren Bowers:

You will get this Men and Women Making Friends in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the
Early Modern World) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue
if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more



information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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