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When health officials in San Francisco discovered bubonic plague in their city’s Chinatown in 1900, they
responded with intrusive, controlling, and arbitrary measures that touched off a sociocultural conflict still
relevant today. Guenter B. Risse’s history of an epidemic is the first to incorporate the voices of those living
in Chinatown at the time, including the desperately ill Wong Chut King, believed to be the first person
infected.

Lasting until 1904, the plague in San Francisco's Chinatown reignited racial prejudices, renewed efforts to
remove the Chinese from their district, and created new tensions among local, state, and federal public health
officials quarreling over the presence of the deadly disease. Risse's rich, nuanced narrative of the event draws
from a variety of sources, including Chinese-language reports and accounts. He addresses the ecology of
Chinatown, the approaches taken by Chinese and Western medical practitioners, and the effects of
quarantine plans on Chinatown and its residents. Risse explains how plague threatened California’s
agricultural economy and San Francisco’s leading commercial role with Asia, discusses why it brought on a
wave of fear mongering that drove perceptions and intervention efforts, and describes how Chinese residents
organized and successfully opposed government quarantines and evacuation plans in federal court. By
probing public health interventions in the setting of one of the most visible ethnic communities in United
States history, Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco’s Chinatown offers insight into the clash of
Eastern and Western cultures in a time of medical emergency.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown.

Rebecca West:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Plague, Fear, and Politics
in San Francisco's Chinatown. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Ana Jimenez:

The ability that you get from Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown could be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Plague, Fear, and Politics in San Francisco's Chinatown giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Plague, Fear, and Politics in San
Francisco's Chinatown instantly.

James Jones:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Plague, Fear, and Politics in San
Francisco's Chinatown is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.
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