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Why has successful school reform been so difficult to achieve, despite decades of well-intentioned efforts,
endless rhetoric, and billions of dollars of investment? Why do most U.S. schools continue to produce
disappointing results? Why is there such a disconnect between the schools we need and the schools we have?

In this thoughtful and insightful book, Ronald A. Wolk tackles these questions head-on, identifying key
assumptions that have shaped the debate on school reform for the past several decades, including the
emphasis on standards and testing, calls for a longer school day and year, the push to enroll more students in
advanced math classes, and the quest to place a highly qualified teacher in every classroom. Backed by
research and other evidence, he points out the flaws in each assumption, and then proposes alternative
assumptions as the basis for new, innovative schools that would emphasize such elements as

* Individualized instruction, with various pathways for learning;
* Real-world contexts for learning;
* Performance assessment;
* A restructuring of public education to expand preschool; and
* Transformation of the teachers' role from instructor to advisor.

Acknowledging that the current system is too entrenched to accept radical reform, Wolk suggests
incorporating his assumptions into a separate, parallel strategy for new schools. The result is a provocative
proposal for teachers, administrators, policymakers, parents, and others to consider as they contemplate the
future of public education in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Wasting Minds:
Why Our Education System Is Failing and What We Can Do About It? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Joe Hessler:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this Wasting Minds: Why Our Education System Is Failing and What We Can Do About It.

Tanya Nolan:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Wasting Minds: Why Our Education System Is Failing and What We Can Do About It.

Kimberly Duda:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Wasting Minds: Why Our Education System Is Failing and What We Can Do About It your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Wasting Minds: Why Our Education System Is Failing
and What We Can Do About It giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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