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Is The Marriage of Figaro just about Figaro? Is Don Giovanni’s story the only one—or even the most
interesting one—in the opera that bears his name? For generations of critics, historians, and directors, it’s
Mozart’s men who have mattered most. Too often, the female characters have been understood from the
male protagonist’s point of view or simply reduced on stage (and in print) to paper cutouts from the age of
the powdered wig and the tightly cinched corset. It’s time to give Mozart’s women—and Mozart’s multi-
dimensional portrayals of feminine character—their due. In this lively book, Kristi Brown-Montesano offers
a detailed exploration of the female roles in Mozart’s four most frequently performed operas, Le nozze di
Figaro, Don Giovanni, Così fan tutte, and Die Zauberflöte. Each chapter takes a close look at the music,
libretto text, literary sources, and historical factors that give shape to a character, re-evaluating common
assumptions and proposing fresh interpretations.

Brown-Montesano views each character as the subject of a story, not merely the object of a hero’s narrative
or the stock figure of convention. From amiable Zerlina, to the awesome Queen of the Night, to calculating
Despina, all of Mozart’s women have something unique to say. These readings also tackle provocative
social, political, and cultural issues, which are used in the operas to define positive and negative images of
femininity: revenge, power, seduction, resistance, autonomy, sacrifice, faithfulness, class, maternity, and
sisterhood. Keenly aware of the historical gap between the origins of these works and contemporary culture,
Brown-Montesano discusses how attitudes about such concepts—past and current—influence our
appreciation of these fascinating representations of women.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Jennings:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Understanding the
Women of Mozart's Operas? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Nellie Nelson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be Understanding the Women of Mozart's Operas why because the amazing
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

The book untitled Understanding the Women of Mozart's Operas contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Ann David:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Understanding the Women of Mozart's Operas or even
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Understanding the Women of Mozart's Operas to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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