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Nearly the whole of America’s partisan politics centers on a single question: Can markets solve our social
problems? And for years this question has played out ferociously in the debates about how we should
educate our children. From the growth of vouchers and charter schools to the implementation of No Child
Left Behind, policy makers have increasingly turned to market-based models to help improve our schools,
believing that private institutions—because they are competitively driven—are better than public ones.
With The Public School Advantage, Christopher A. and Sarah Theule Lubienski offer powerful evidence to
undercut this belief, showing that public schools in fact outperform private ones.

            

For decades research showing that students at private schools perform better than students at public ones has
been used to promote the benefits of the private sector in education, including vouchers and charter
schools—but much of these data are now nearly half a century old. Drawing on two recent, large-scale, and
nationally representative databases, the Lubienskis show that any benefit seen in private school performance
now is more than explained by demographics. Private schools have higher scores not because they are better
institutions but because their students largely come from more privileged backgrounds that offer greater
educational support. After correcting for demographics, the Lubienskis go on to show that gains in student
achievement at public schools are at least as great and often greater than those at private ones. Even more
surprising, they show that the very mechanism that market-based reformers champion—autonomy—may be
the crucial factor that prevents private schools from performing better. Alternatively, those practices that
these reformers castigate, such as teacher certification and professional reforms of curriculum and
instruction, turn out to have a significant effect on school improvement.

            

Despite our politics, we all agree on the fundamental fact: education deserves our utmost care. The Public
School Advantage offers exactly that. By examining schools within the diversity of populations in which
they actually operate, it provides not ideologies but facts. And the facts say it clearly: education is better off
when provided for the public by the public.  
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

This The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private Schools book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform
Private Schools without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform
Private Schools can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Public School Advantage: Why
Public Schools Outperform Private Schools having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Hal Clemens:

The book The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private Schools will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Public School
Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private Schools is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Tracie Berry:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private Schools your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform
Private Schools giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Frederick Palazzo:

Beside this specific The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private Schools in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Public School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform
Private Schools because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have



book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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