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Part medical mystery, part war story, and part social and family history, The Mythical Bill is the story of how
one man’s physical and mental pain radiates outward into the life and mind of each member of his family.
Weaving together diary entries, correspondence, and scrupulous research, Jody McAuliffe examines her
father’s life before, during, and after WWII, seeking answers to the questions of what really happened to Bill
McAuliffe and what caused his disintegration. His initial postwar diagnosis was torticollis: a condition of
persistent involuntary contraction of the neck muscles, causing the head to be twisted to an abnormal
position. But torticollis was only the beginning of Bill’s suffering and his daughter’s efforts to understand it.
The condition becomes a metaphor for things that refuse to fall into place: the body not in accord with the
mind, the head that turns away from reality.

From this drama of dislocation and disjointed truths, two braided selves emerge: the I of Jody and the I of
Bill. Through this doubleness, the writer probes a set of questions about how much we shape ourselves and
how much we are shaped by forces beyond our control.

The Mythical Bill, a moving and unusual book, is for people who suffer the devastating effects of combat on
the psyche, for those who encounter any debilitating disease, and for those who grow up with a father only
partially present. McAuliffe’s ear-catching, evocative, and often breathtaking writing forces readers to
confront the most terrifying question posed by a parent’s mental illness: will I get it too? Her narrative voice
is searching, compassionate, and self-deprecating, but cut through with welcome bits of humor in this
daughter’s story of confusion, sadness, and loss. 
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From reader reviews:

Brad Black:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir
(Sightline Books). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important the book The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books). You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Candy Dixon:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir
(Sightline Books) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Janet Kline:

The book The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books) has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this book.

Alita Schmidt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Mythical Bill: A Neurological
Memoir (Sightline Books) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
The Mythical Bill: A Neurological Memoir (Sightline Books) as good book not merely by the cover but also
with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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