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Built to bring Christianity and European civilization to the northern frontier of New Spain in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries...secularized and left to decay in the nineteenth century...and restored in the
twentieth century, the Spanish missions still standing in Texas are really only shadows of their original
selves. The mission churches, once beautifully adorned with carvings and sculptures on their façades and
furnished inside with elaborate altarpieces and paintings, today only hint at their colonial-era glory through
the vestiges of art and architectural decoration that remain.

To paint a more complete portrait of the missions as they once were, Jacinto Quirarte here draws on decades
of on-site and archival research to offer the most comprehensive reconstruction and description of the
original art and architecture of the six remaining Texas missions—San Antonio de Valero (the Alamo), San
José y San Miguel de Aguayo, Nuestra Señora de la Purísima Concepción, San Juan Capistrano, and San
Francisco de la Espada in San Antonio and Nuestra Señora del Espíritu Santo in Goliad. Using church
records and other historical accounts, as well as old photographs, drawings, and paintings, Quirarte describes
the mission churches and related buildings, their decorated surfaces, and the (now missing) altarpieces,
whose iconography he extensively analyzes. He sets his material within the context of the mission era in
Texas and the Southwest, so that the book also serves as a general introduction to the Spanish missionary
program and to Indian life in Texas.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Art and Architecture of
the Texas Missions (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Hardcover)) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Tyler Smith:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Art and Architecture of the Texas Missions
(Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Hardcover)) as your daily resource
information.

Lynn Jordan:

This book untitled The Art and Architecture of the Texas Missions (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas
History, Life, and Culture (Hardcover)) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Quinonez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Art and Architecture of the Texas Missions (Jack and
Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Hardcover)), you are able to enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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