
Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An
Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary Tale of Love,

Loss, and Survival in Congo
Lisa J Shannon

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B00NP8MH14
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B00NP8MH14
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=B00NP8MH14


Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s
Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo

Lisa J Shannon

Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and
Survival in Congo Lisa J Shannon
International human rights activist Lisa Shannon spent many afternoons at the kitchen table having tea with
her friend Francisca Thelin, who often spoke of her childhood in Congo. Thelin would conjure vivid images
of lush flower gardens, fish the size of small children, and of children running barefoot through her family’s
coffee plantation, gorging on fruit from the robust and plentiful mango trees. She urged Shannon to visit her
family in Dungu, to get a taste of real Congo, peaceful Congo; a place so different than the conflict-ravaged
places Shannon knew from her activism work.

But then the nightly phone calls from Congo began: static-filled, hasty reports from Francisca’s mother,
“Mama Koko,” of gunmen—Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army— who had infested Dungu and began
launching attacks. Night after night for a year, Mama Koko delivered the devastating news of Fransisca’s
cousins, nieces, nephews, friends, and neighbors, who had been killed, abducted, burned alive on Christmas
Day.

In an unlikely journey, Shannon and Thelin decided to travel from Portland, Oregon to Dungu, to witness
first-hand the devastation unfolding at Joseph Kony’s hands. Masquerading as Francisca’s American sister-
in-law, Shannon tucked herself into Mama Koko’s raw cement living room and listened to the stories of
Mama Koko and her husband, Papa Alexander—as well as those from dozens of other friends and neighbors
(“Mama Koko’s War Tribunal”)—who lined up outside the house and waited for hours, eager to offer their
testimony.

In Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen, Shannon weaves together the family’s tragic stories of LRA
encounters with tales from the family’s history: we hear of Mama Koko’s early life as a gap-toothed beauty
plotting to escape her inevitable fate of wife and motherhood; Papa Alexander’s empire of wives he married
because they cooked and cleaned and made good coffee; and Francisca’s childhood at the family “castle”
and coffee plantation. These lively stories transport Shannon from the chaos of the violence around her and
bring to life Fransisca’s kitchen-table stories of the peaceful Congo.

Yet, as the LRA camp out on the edge of town grew, tensions inside the house reach a fever pitch and
Shannon and Thelin’s friendship was fiercely tested. Shannon was forced to confront her limitations as an
activist and reconcile her vision of what it means to affect meaningful change in the lives of others.

Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen is at once an illuminating piece of storytelling and an exploration of
what it means to truly make a difference. It is an exquisite testimony to the beauty of human connection and
the strength of the human spirit in times of unimaginable tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s
Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo. Try to make book Mama Koko and the Hundred
Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo as your friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Joseph Lewis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Mama Koko and the
Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo book as
nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Montes:

Here thing why this kind of Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary
Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book
is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and
Survival in Congo giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s
Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Mama Koko and
the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo in e-
book can be your choice.

Denise Adams:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in



e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s
Extraordinary Tale of Love, Loss, and Survival in Congo can give you a lot of friends because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let me have Mama Koko and the Hundred Gunmen: An Ordinary Family’s Extraordinary Tale of Love,
Loss, and Survival in Congo.
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