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The ideas and terminology of Darwinism are so pervasive these days that it seems impossible to avoid them,
let alone imagine a world without them. But in this remarkable rethinking of scientific history, Peter J.
Bowler does just that. He asks: What if Charles Darwin had not returned from the voyage of the Beagle and
thus did not write On the Origin of Species? Would someone else, such as Alfred Russel Wallace, have
published the selection theory and initiated a similar transformation? Or would the absence of Darwin’s book
have led to a different sequence of events, in which biology developed along a track that did not precipitate a
great debate about the impact of evolutionism? Would there have been anything equivalent to social
Darwinism, and if so would the alternatives have been less pernicious and misappropriated?

In Darwin Deleted, Bowler argues that no one else, not even Wallace, was in a position to duplicate
Darwin’s complete theory of evolution by natural selection. Evolutionary biology would almost certainly
have emerged, but through alternative theories, which were frequently promoted by scientists, religious
thinkers, and moralists who feared the implications of natural selection. Because non-Darwinian elements of
evolutionism flourished for a time in the real world, it is possible to plausibly imagine how they might have
developed, particularly if the theory of natural selection had not emerged until decades after the acceptance
of the basic idea of evolution. Bowler’s unique approach enables him to clearly explain the non-Darwinian
tradition—and in doing so, he reveals how the reception of Darwinism was historically contingent. By taking
Darwin out of the equation, Bowler is able to fully elucidate the ideas of other scientists, such as Richard
Owen and Thomas Huxley, whose work has often been misunderstood because of their distinctive responses
to Darwin.

Darwin Deleted boldly offers a new vision of scientific history. It is one where the sequence of discovery
and development would have been very different and would have led to an alternative understanding of the
relationship between evolution, heredity, and the environment—and, most significantly, a less contentious
relationship between science and religion. Far from mere speculation, this fascinating and compelling book
forces us to reexamine the preconceptions that underlie many of the current controversies about the impact of
evolutionism. It shows how contingent circumstances surrounding the publication of On the Origin of
Species polarized attitudes in ways that still shape the conversation today. 
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From reader reviews:

Michael Herndon:

The particular book Darwin Deleted: Imagining a World without Darwin has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

William Ward:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is Darwin Deleted: Imagining a World without Darwin.

Raymond Nelson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Darwin Deleted: Imagining a World without Darwin why because
the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Ricardo Hempel:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is Darwin Deleted: Imagining a World without Darwin this publication
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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