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First published in 1981, Harry W. Crosby’s Last of the Californios captured the history of the mountain
people of Baja California during a critical moment of transition, when the 1974 completion of the
transpeninsular highway increased the Californios’ contact with the outside world and profoundly affected
their traditional way of life. This updated and expanded version of that now-classic work incorporates the
fruits of further investigation into the Californios’ lives and history, by Crosby and others. The result is the
most thorough and extensive account of the people of Baja California from the time of the peninsula’s
occupation by the Spaniards in the seventeenth century to the present. Californio Portraits combines history
and sociology to provide an in-depth view of a culture that has managed to survive dramatic changes.

Having ridden hundreds of miles by mule to visit with various Californio families and gain their confidence,
Crosby provides an unparalleled view of their unique lifestyle. Beginning with the story of the first
Californios—the eighteenth-century presidio soldiers who accompanied Jesuit missionaries, followed by
miners and independent ranchers—Crosby provides personal accounts of their modern-day descendants and
the ways they build their homes, prepare their food, find their water, and tan their cowhides. Augmenting his
previous work with significant new sources, material, and photographs, he draws a richly textured portrait of
a people unlike any other—families cultivating skills from an earlier century, living in semi-isolation for
decades and, even after completion of the transpeninsular highway, reachable only by mule and horseback.

Combining a revised and updated text with a new foreword, introduction, and updated bibliography,
Californio Portraits offers the clearest and most detailed portrait possible of a fascinating, unique, and
inaccessible people and culture.
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From reader reviews:

David Wolverton:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for people. The book Californio Portraits: Baja California's
Vanishing Culture (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) seemed to be making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The book Californio Portraits: Baja California's Vanishing Culture (Before Gold:
California under Spain and Mexico Series) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Californio Portraits: Baja California's Vanishing Culture
(Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series). You never sense lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Sarah Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Californio Portraits: Baja California's Vanishing Culture (Before Gold:
California under Spain and Mexico Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Jacob Gray:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Californio Portraits: Baja
California's Vanishing Culture (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Californio
Portraits: Baja California's Vanishing Culture (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series)
become your personal starter.

Charles Howell:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-



book technique, more simple and reachable. That Californio Portraits: Baja California's Vanishing Culture
(Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So
, why hesitate? We should have Californio Portraits: Baja California's Vanishing Culture (Before Gold:
California under Spain and Mexico Series).
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