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After training at St John's Wood in London and in Exeter, Alexander Douglas Thorburn was posted to the
BEF in France, joining the 2/22nd London (Howitzer) Battery, Royal Field Artillery as a subaltern officer.
After service in the Vimy Ridge sector, with his division, the 60th (2/2nd London) Division, he crossed the
Mediterranean to join the British Army in Salonika. Following a further move in mid-1917, Thorburn arrived
in Palestine where he saw service with the 74th (Yeomanry) Division during the advance on Jerusalem. A
final move in 1918 took the now Captain Thorburn back to the Western Front to take part in the Advance to
Victory during the closing months of the war. ??After the war, Thorburn wrote an account of his military
service between 1916 and 1918, recording his experiences in France, Greece and Palestine as well as his
initial training in England. He also wrote a series of observations on life as a gunner during the First World
War. Both the account and observations were published as a book, Amateur Gunners, in 1933 by William
Potter of Liverpool. Today, the book is out of print. ??In addition to the book, of which a small number of
copies still exist of course, there are an extensive series of private letters written by Thorburn while on active
service to his mother, father and other relatives. The letters are in the possession of Thorburn's only
grandson. ??Together, the book and letters offer a fascinating insight into the life of a First World War
artillery officer. Lucidly written in a candid style, Thorburn shows excellent observation, description and
narration skills. While Amateur Gunners itself is worthy of reprint, when combined with Thorburn's private
letters and historical context from author Ian Ronayne, this book offers a unique look at a gunner's
experience during the Great War.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Amateur
Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn suitable to
you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Amateur Gunners:
The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburnis a single of several
books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Amy Petersen:

Beside this kind of Amateur Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander
Douglas Thorburn in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Amateur
Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it?
Find this book and also read it from today!

Rodolfo Odum:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Amateur Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and
Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Amateur Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander
Douglas Thorburn has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading in which.

Bruce Hardin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by



book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Amateur
Gunners: The Great War Adventures, Letters and Observations of Alexander Douglas Thorburn.
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