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In this vivid memoir, Denis Guénoun excavates his family's past and progressively fills out a portrait of an
imposing, enigmatic father. René Guénoun was a teacher and a pioneer, and his secret support for Algerian
independence was just one of the many things he did not discuss with his teenaged son. To be Algerian, pro-
independence, a French citizen, a Jew, and a Communist were not, to René's mind, dissonant allegiances. He
believed Jews and Arabs were bound by an authentic fraternity and could only realize a free future together.

René Guénoun called himself a Semite, a word that he felt united Jewish and Arab worlds and best reflected
a shared origin. He also believed that Algerians had the same political rights as Frenchmen. Although his
Jewish family was rooted in Algeria, he inherited French citizenship and revered the principles of the French
Revolution. He taught science in a French lycée in Oran and belonged to the French Communist Party. His
steadfast belief in liberty, equality, and fraternity led him into trouble, including prison and exile, yet his
failures as an activist never shook his faith in a rational, generous future.

René Guénoun was drafted to defend Vichy France's colonies in the Middle East during World War II. At
the same time, Vichy barred him and his wife from teaching because they were Jewish. When the British
conquered Syria, he was sent home to Oran, and in 1943, after the Allies captured Algeria, he joined the Free
French Army and fought in Europe. After the war, both parents did their best to reconcile militant unionism
and clandestine party activity with the demands of work and family. The Guénouns had little interest in
Israel and considered themselves at home in Algeria; yet because he supported Algerian independence, René
Guénoun outraged his French neighbors and was expelled from Algeria by the French paramilitary
Organisation Armée Secrète. He spent his final years in Marseille. Gracefully weaving together youthful
memories with research into his father's life and times, Denis Guénoun re-creates an Algerian past that
proved lovely, intellectually provocative, and dangerous.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Everman:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called A Semite: A Memoir of
Algeria? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Charles Massie:

A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria but doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can
be one among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

John Casteel:

This A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little digest in reading this A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot
find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Betty Callahan:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria or even others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes A Semite:
A Memoir of Algeria to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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