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As the huge crowd seethed with pent-up excitement, the two deadly enemies studied each other intently, their
breath hot behind their visors. Each sought the other’s death as fire and water seek each other’s
annihilation. The walled field, at first a prison, now became a crucible where one man would be destroyed
and the other purged in the name of justice. They would fight not only without quarter, but also without
rules. And a horrible fate awaited the lady if her husband should lose . . .

The gripping, atmospheric true story of the “duel to end all duels” in medieval France: a trial by combat
pitting a knight against a squire accused of violating the knight’s beautiful young wife

In 1386, a few days after Christmas, a huge crowd gathers at a Paris monastery to watch the two men fight a
duel to the death meant to “prove” which man’s cause is right in God’s sight. The dramatic true story of the
knight, the squire, and the lady unfolds during the devastating Hundred Years War between France and
England, as enemy troops pillage the land, madness haunts the French court, the Great Schism splits the
Church, Muslim armies threaten Christendom, and rebellion, treachery, and plague turn the lives of all into
toys of Fortune.
At the heart of the tale is Jean de Carrouges, a Norman knight who returns from combat in Scotland to find
his wife, Marguerite, accusing Jacques LeGris, her husband’s old friend and fellow courtier, of brutally
raping her. The knight takes his cause before the teenage King Charles VI, the highest judge in France. Amid
LeGris’s vociferous claims of innocence and doubts about the now pregnant Marguerite’s charges (and about
the paternity of her child), the deadlocked court decrees a “trial by combat” that leaves her fate, too, in the
balance. For if her husband and champion loses the duel, she will be put to death as a false accuser.
Carrouges and LeGris, in full armor, eventually meet on a walled field in Paris before a massive crowd that
includes the king and many nobles of the realm. A fierce fight on horseback and then on foot ensues during
which both combatants suffer wounds—but only one fatal. The violent and tragic episode was notorious in
its own time because of the nature of the alleged crime, the legal impasse it provoked, and the resulting trial
by combat, an ancient but increasingly suspect institution that was thereafter abolished.
Based on extensive research in Normandy and Paris, The Last Duel brings to life a colorful, turbulent age
and three unforgettable characters caught in a fatal triangle of crime, scandal, and revenge. It is at once a
moving human drama, a captivating detective story, and an engrossing work of historical intrigue.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime, Scandal, and
Trial by Combat in Medieval France. Try to the actual book The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime, Scandal,
and Trial by Combat in Medieval France as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Patrick Vanmeter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime,
Scandal, and Trial by Combat in Medieval France as the daily resource information.

Terri Mitchell:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Last Duel: A True Story of
Crime, Scandal, and Trial by Combat in Medieval France, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Gretchen Meehan:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime, Scandal,
and Trial by Combat in Medieval France was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime, Scandal, and Trial by Combat in Medieval France has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.
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