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“What is hateful unto you, do not do unto your neighbor. That is the whole Torah, all the rest is commentary.
Now, go and study.”
 
This is the most famous teaching of Hillel, one of the greatest rabbis of the Talmudic era. What makes it so
extraordinary is that it was offered to a gentile seeking conversion. Joseph Telushkin feels that this Talmudic
story has great relevance for us today. At a time when religiosity is equated with ritual observance alone,
when few Jews seem concerned with bringing Jewish teachings into the world, and when more than 40
percent of Jews intermarry, Judaism is in need of more of the openness that Hillel possessed two thousand
years ago.
 
Hillel’s teachings, stories, and legal rulings can be found throughout the Talmud; many of them share his
emphasis on ethical and moral living as an essential element in Jewish religious practice, including his citing
the concept of tikkun olam (repairing the world) as a basis for modifying Jewish law. Perhaps the most
prominent rabbi and teacher in the Land of Israel during the reign of Herod, Hillel may well have influenced
Jesus, his junior by several decades. In a provocative analysis of both Judaism and Christianity, Telushkin
reveals why Hillel’s teachings about ethics as God’s central demand and his willingness to encourage the
process of conversion began to be ignored in favor of the stricter and less inclusive teachings of his rabbinic
adversary, Shammai.
 
Here is a bold new look at an iconic religious leader.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Hillel: If Not
Now, When? (Jewish Encounters Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ellen McNulty:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Hillel: If Not Now, When? (Jewish Encounters Series) as the daily resource
information.

Mary Gobeil:

Typically the book Hillel: If Not Now, When? (Jewish Encounters Series) will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Hillel: If Not Now, When? (Jewish
Encounters Series) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Janet Baltimore:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Hillel: If Not Now, When? (Jewish Encounters Series) was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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