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Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness explores the novel’ s participation in eighteenth-century “inquiries
after happiness,” an ancient ethical project that acquired new urgency with the rise of subjective models of
wellbeing in early modern and Enlightenment Europe. Combining archival research on treatises on happiness
with illuminating readings of Samuel Johnson, Laurence Sterne, Denis Diderot, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
William Godwin and Mary Hays, Brian Michael Norton’sinnovative study asks us to see the novel itself asa
key instrument of Enlightenment ethics. His central argument is that the novel form provided a uniquely
valuable tool for thinking about the nature and challenges of modern happiness: whereas treati ses sought to
theorize the conditions that made happiness possible in general, eighteenth-century fiction excelled at
interrogating the problem on the level of the particular, in the details of asingle individual’s psychology and
unigue circumstances. Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness demonstrates further that through their fine-
tuned attention to subjectivity and social context these writers called into question some cherished and time-
honored assumptions about the good life: happinessisin one's power; virtue is the exclusive path to
happiness; only vice can make us miserable. This elegant and richly interdisciplinary book offers anew
understanding of the cultural work the eighteenth-century novel performed as well as an original
interpretation of the Enlightenment’ s ethical legacy.
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From reader reviews:
Victor Elam:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How alot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Fiction and the Philosophy of
Happiness: Ethical Inquiriesin the Age of Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-
1850) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Angel Gardner:

This book untitled Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiriesin the Age of Enlightenment
(Trangits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for your regquirementsto past this book from your list.

Dennis Bales:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It isreferred to as of
book Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiriesin the Age of Enlightenment (Transits:
Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850). Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucia that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Kenneth Connally:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. Aswe know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiriesin the Age of Enlightenment
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Fiction and the Philosophy of
Happiness: Ethical Inquiriesin the Age of Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-
1850). Y ou can more inviting than now.
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