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The "tyranny of the private realm" is destroying our cities. Modern architecture, with its insistence on the
mute object and its rejection of the conventions of street and square, has abdicated civic responsibility and
eschewed the urban forms that express and promote it. In this eloquent and extensively illustrated study of
the evolution of a modern conception of space, Michael Dennis explores the social, psychological, and
especially the formal transformations that that led architects to trade the city of public space for a city of
private icons. The French hôtel, an aristocratic town house developed largely in Paris between 1550 and
1800, is a sophisticated instrument of urbanism that both chronicles the demise of the public realm and offers
architectural techniques for reconstructing a spatially rich city. In its development from Italianate prototypes
to an urban courtyard building and finally to a freestanding pavilion in a private garden, the French hôtel
illustrates the transformation of the city from one of platonic voids to one of platonic solids, from one of
buildings that define space to one of buildings that treat space as merely left over.

In reconstructing the origins of the modern city—and the modern sense of privacy—Dennis focuses on the
plan of the hôtel and on the relationship between the external and internal organization of buildings. He
identifies three distinct hôtel types—Baroque, Roccoco, and Neoclassical—and examines the urban and
social changes reflected in their sitings and facades and in such details as the sequence of public and private
rooms, patterns of circulation, and the proliferation of rooms with special functions.

By studying the plans, Dennis asserts, modern architects can recapture the language of urbanism and learn
how to reconcile modern and traditional modes of building organization and spatial development. The
extensive documentation he provides—nearly 400 illustrations, including historical maps of Paris, hôtel
plans, and photographs of extant hôtels—encourages that study and significantly extends the tradition of
illustrated architectural treatises by Marot (c. 1670), Blondell (1752-1756) and Krafft (c. 1802), establishing
this book as the definitive scholarly work on the French hôtel.

A Graham Foundation Book.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

Here thing why this specific Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture
(Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of Modern
Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that
similar with Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham
Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse). It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Court and Garden: From
the French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in
Contemporary Architectural Discourse) in e-book can be your alternate.

Sophia Whitfield:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of Modern
Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse) as your
daily resource information.

Clarence Frey:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Court and Garden: From the French
Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary
Architectural Discourse), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.



Valery Carpenter:

This Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation /
MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse) is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Court and Garden: From the
French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary
Architectural Discourse) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better
life and also knowledge.
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