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For the first time, Appetite for Self-Destruction recounts the epic story of the precipitous rise and fall of the
recording industry over the past three decades, when the incredible success of the CD turned the music
business into one of the most glamorous, high-profile industries in the world -- and the advent of file sharing
brought it to its knees. In a comprehensive, fast-paced account full of larger-than-life personalities, Rolling
Stone contributing editor Steve Knopper shows that, after the incredible wealth and excess of the '80s and
'90s, Sony, Warner, and the other big players brought about their own downfall through years of denial and
bad decisions in the face of dramatic advances in technology.

Big Music has been asleep at the wheel ever since Napster revolutionized the way music was distributed in
the 1990s. Now, because powerful people like Doug Morris and Tommy Mottola failed to recognize the
incredible potential of file-sharing technology, the labels are in danger of becoming completely obsolete.
Knopper, who has been writing about the industry for more than ten years, has unparalleled access to those
intimately involved in the music world's highs and lows. Based on interviews with more than two hundred
music industry sources -- from Warner Music chairman Edgar Bronfman Jr. to renegade Napster creator
Shawn Fanning -- Knopper is the first to offer such a detailed and sweeping contemporary history of the
industry's wild ride through the past three decades. From the birth of the compact disc, through the explosion
of CD sales in the '80s and '90s, the emergence of Napster, and the secret talks that led to iTunes, to the
current collapse of the industry as CD sales plummet, Knopper takes us inside the boardrooms, recording
studios, private estates, garage computer labs, company jets, corporate infighting, and secret deals of the big
names and behind-the-scenes players who made it all happen.

With unforgettable portraits of the music world's mighty and formerly mighty; detailed accounts of both
brilliant and stupid ideas brought to fruition or left on the cutting-room floor; the dish on backroom schemes,
negotiations, and brawls; and several previously unreported stories, Appetite for Self-Destruction is a
riveting, informative, and highly entertaining read. It offers a broad perspective on the current state of Big
Music, how it got into these dire straits, and where it's going from here -- and a cautionary tale for the digital
age.
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From reader reviews:

Ross Jackson:

This Appetite for Self-Destruction: The Spectacular Crash of the Record Industry in the Digital Age book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Appetite for Self-Destruction: The Spectacular
Crash of the Record Industry in the Digital Age without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Appetite for Self-Destruction: The Spectacular
Crash of the Record Industry in the Digital Age can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Appetite for
Self-Destruction: The Spectacular Crash of the Record Industry in the Digital Age having great arrangement
in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Edna Vachon:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Appetite for Self-Destruction: The Spectacular Crash of the Record
Industry in the Digital Age, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Francis Gibbs:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Appetite
for Self-Destruction: The Spectacular Crash of the Record Industry in the Digital Age your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Appetite for Self-Destruction: The Spectacular
Crash of the Record Industry in the Digital Age giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mary Fox:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an



effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Appetite for Self-Destruction: The Spectacular Crash of the Record
Industry in the Digital Age why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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