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While You Owe Yourself a Drunk was far from the first anthropological study of a non-native population in
North America, its appearance marked an early stage in an increasingly evident shift toward “bringing
anthropology home.” Now available from Waveland Press, Spradley’s carefully researched portrayal of skid
row men in Seattle in the late sixties documents their treatment by jails and the legal system in a time before
homelessness became a recognized problem. As a result of Spradley’s elegant and impassioned writing, the
book became a sharp challenge to politicians, policymakers, judges, police, and others inclined to punish
people “for the crime of poverty.” The insights he gained from studying the tramp culture of Seattle
ultimately were seen as highly significant in the treatment of recidivist alcoholics as well as in creating a
more appropriate and human response to public drunkenness. This now-classic landmark study in urban
ethnography stands as a shining example of the direct application of distinctly anthropological concepts and
methods to address real-world problems. But more important, it represents a poignant challenge to society
about our capacity to endure and accept nonconformity and social diversity. The Waveland reissue includes a
valuable retrospective introduction by Merrill Singer.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what one you should start with. This You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban
Nomads is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Norman Brown:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title You Owe Yourself
a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomadsis a
single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Julia Barr:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An
Ethnography of Urban Nomads that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of
Urban Nomads become your own personal starter.

Nick Gulbranson:

This You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world



inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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