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"Juan Felipe Hererra’s writing fuses wide-ranging experimentalism with reflections on Mexican-American
identity . . ."—The New York Times

In forty cantos, the poet explores the metaphysical relationship between Frida Kahlo, her art, her broken
body, and cross-border consciousness. First published in 1994, this early work—his sixth book—reveals a
deep sense of longing for all to be made whole again in spite of fractures—physical, metaphorical,
cultural—bestowed by the world.

From "Prologue: A Second Body":

Think on the time it takes a scar to heal,

a river to rise — an old woman to regain the tumbling
powers of her busted arms — a young woman (calling
herself Frida) to re-structure her shattered vertebrae, to
be caught up with a body-cast, a second body which she
inhabits — for the rest of her life; this is precious to me,
that is all.

She painted herself somewhere in-between Mexico and
the United States — in the open space of the jaws; between
the mandibles of the jaguar and the nuclear turbine.

It is the healing of this metaphysical fracture too (which
may invoke further breakage) that concerns me.

Juan Felipe Herrera was raised in a farm-working family in the San Joaquin Valley. A graduate of UCLA,
the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, and Stanford University, he has written numerous books. Herrera’s awards
include a Guggenheim Fellowship, the National Book Critics Circle Award, and the PEN USA Award.
Former Poet Laureate of California and now United States Poet Laureate, he lives in Fresno.
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From reader reviews:

William Patterson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Roots of A Thousand Embraces:
Dialogues.

Melvin Dove:

This The Roots of A Thousand Embraces: Dialogues are usually reliable for you who want to be described as
a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Roots of A Thousand Embraces: Dialogues can be
one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Roots of A
Thousand Embraces: Dialogues forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Homer Holmes:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Roots of A
Thousand Embraces: Dialogues.

John Negron:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Roots of A
Thousand Embraces: Dialogues.
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