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How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly religious aspirations, come to be the first
modern state whose commitment to the separation of church and state was reflected in its constitution? Frank
Lambert explains why this happened, offering in the process a synthesis of American history from the first
British arrivals through Thomas Jefferson's controversial presidency.

Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined the place of religion in early America: what
Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old World ideas and dreams of building a "City upon a
Hill," and the Founding Fathers, who determined the constitutional arrangement of religion in the new
republic. While the former proselytized the "one true faith," the latter emphasized religious freedom over
religious purity.

Lambert locates this shift in the mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by
new dissenters, and population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized by sectarian
competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution, dissenters found sympathetic
lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the free marketplace of religion gained legal status
as the Founders began the daunting task of uniting thirteen disparate colonies. To avoid discord in an
increasingly pluralistic and contentious society, the Founders left the religious arena free of government
intervention save for the guarantee of free exercise for all. Religious people and groups were also free to seek
political influence, ensuring that religion's place in America would always be a contested one, but never a
state-regulated one.

An engaging and highly readable account of early American history, this book shows how religious freedom
came to be recognized not merely as toleration of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all
Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Kelly:

The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America although doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Clare Lucas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Gerald Reed:

You can get this The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

John Sherman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion
in America was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Founding
Fathers and the Place of Religion in America has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that will.
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