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When Germany’s Sixth Army advanced to Stalingrad in 1942, its long-extended flanks were mainly held by
its alied armies—the Romanians, Hungarians, and Italians. But as history tells us, these flanks quickly caved
in before the massive Soviet counter-offensive which commenced that November, dooming the Germansto
their first catastrophe of the war. However, the historical record also makes clear that one alied unit held out
to the very end, fighting to stem the tide—the Italian Alpine Corps.

Asaresult of Mussolini’ s disastrous aliance with Nazi Germany, by the fall of 1942, 227,000 soldiers of the
Italian Eighth Army were deployed on a 270km front along the Don River to protect the | eft flank of German
troops intent on capturing Stalingrad. Sixty thousand of these were alpini, elite Italian mountain troops.
When the Don front collapsed under Soviet hammerblows, it was the Alpine Corps that continued to hold out
until it was completely isolated, and which then tried to fight its way out through both Russian encirclement
and “General Winter,” to rgjoin the rest of the Axis front. Only one of the three alpine divisions was able to
emerge from the Russian encirclement with survivors. In the al-sides battle across the snowy steppe,
thousands were killed and wounded, and even more were captured. By the summer of 1946, 10,000 survivors
returned to Italy from Russian POW camps.

Thistragic story is complex and unsettling, but most of all it is ahuman story. Mussolini sent thousands of
poorly equipped soldiers to a country far from their homeland, on a mission to wage war with an unclear
mandate against a people who were not their enemies. Raw courage and endurance blend with human
suffering, desperation and altruism in the epic saga of this withdrawal from the Don lines, including the
demise of thousands and survival of the few.

Hope Hamilton, fluent in Italian and having spent many yearsin Italy, has drawn on many interviews with

survivors, aswell as massive research, in order to provide thisfirst full English-language account of one of
World War 11’ s legendary stands against great odds.
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From reader reviews:
Connie Bannister:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian Alpine Corps
in the Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-1943 has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian
Alpine Corpsin the Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-1943 is not only giving you much more new information but
also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian Alpine Corpsin the
Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-1943. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Christine Clute:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian
Alpine Corpsin the Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-1943 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still doubt Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian Alpine Corpsin the Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-1943 as
good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge
book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Lucille Chenier:

This Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian Alpine Corpsin the Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-1943 is great book
for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always dea with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we
can say no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information init.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian Alpine Corpsin the Stalingrad Campaign,
1942-1943 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So ,
thisis certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Angela Thomas:

Beside this specific Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian Alpine Corps in the Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-
1943 in your phone, it can give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Sacrifice on the Steppe: The Italian Alpine



Corpsin the Stalingrad Campaign, 1942-1943 because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's al about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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