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In postwar America, the path to political power for gays and lesbians led through city hall. By the late 1980s,
politicians and elected officials, who had originally sought political advantage from raiding gay bars and
carting their patrons off to jail, were pursuing gays and lesbians aggressively as a voting bloc—not least by
campaigning in those same bars. Gays had acquired power and influence. They had clout.

Tracing the gay movement's trajectory since the 1950s from the closet to the corridors of power, Queer Clout
is the first book to weave together activism and electoral politics, shifting the story from the coastal gay
meccas to the nation's great inland metropolis. Timothy Stewart-Winter challenges the traditional division
between the homophile and gay liberation movements, and stresses gay people's and African Americans'
shared focus on police harassment. He highlights the crucial role of black civil rights activists and political
leaders in offering white gays and lesbians not only a model for protest but also an opening to join an
emerging liberal coalition in city hall. The book draws on diverse oral histories and archival records
spanning half a century, including those of undercover vice and police red squad investigators, previously
unexamined interviews by midcentury social scientists studying gay life, and newly available papers of
activists, politicians, and city agencies.

As the first history of gay politics in the post-Stonewall era grounded in archival research, Queer Clout sheds
new light on the politics of race, religion, and the AIDS crisis, and it shows how big-city politics paved the
way for the gay movement's unprecedented successes under the nation's first African American president.
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From reader reviews:

Norris Patterson:

The book Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern America)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics
(Politics and Culture in Modern America) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Judith Craig:

The actual book Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Joseph Benoit:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics
and Culture in Modern America) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jacob Florence:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Queer Clout: Chicago and the Rise of Gay Politics (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You can add
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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