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Like their penchant for clubs, cricket, and hunting, the planting of English gardens by the British in India
reflected an understandable need on the part of expatriates to replicate home as much as possible in an alien
environment. In Flora's Empire, Eugenia W. Herbert argues that more than simple nostalgia or homesickness
lay at the root of this "garden imperialism," however. Drawing on a wealth of period illustrations and
personal accounts, many of them little known, she traces the significance of gardens in the long history of
British relations with the subcontinent. To British eyes, she demonstrates, India was an untamed land that
needed the visible stamp of civilization that gardens in their many guises could convey.

Colonial gardens changed over time, from the "garden houses" of eighteenth-century nabobs modeled on
English country estates to the herbaceous borders, gravel walks, and well-trimmed lawns of Victorian civil
servants. As the British extended their rule, they found that hill stations like Simla offered an ideal retreat
from the unbearable heat of the plains and a place to coax English flowers into bloom. Furthermore, India
was part of the global network of botanical exploration and collecting that gathered up the world's plants for
transport to great imperial centers such as Kew. And it is through colonial gardens that one may track the
evolution of imperial ideas of governance. Every Government House and Residency was carefully
landscaped to reflect current ideals of an ordered society. At Independence in 1947 the British left behind a
lasting legacy in their gardens, one still reflected in the design of parks and information technology campuses
and in the horticultural practices of home gardeners who continue to send away to England for seeds.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Flora's Empire: British Gardens in India (Penn Studies in Landscape
Architecture). Try to make the book Flora's Empire: British Gardens in India (Penn Studies in Landscape
Architecture) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

James Boyd:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is actually Flora's Empire: British Gardens in India (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture).

Roger Cowen:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Flora's Empire: British Gardens in India
(Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Angela Souther:

This Flora's Empire: British Gardens in India (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) is fresh way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Flora's Empire: British Gardens in India (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't



miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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