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The "new" realism of Italian cinema after World War II represented and in many ways attempted to contain
the turmoil of a society struggling to rid itself of Fascism while fighting off the threat of radical
egalitarianism at the same time. In this boldly revisionist book, Vincent F. Rocchio combines Lacanian
psychoanalysis with narratology and Marxist critical theory to examine the previously neglected relationship
between Neorealist films and the historical spectators they address.

Rocchio builds his analysis around case studies of the films Rome: Open City,  Bicycle Thieves,  La Terra
Trema,  Bitter Rice, and Senso. Through the lens of psychoanalysis, he challenges the traditional
understanding of Neorealism as a progressive cinema and instead reveals the anxieties it encodes: a society
in political turmoil, an economic system in collapse, and a national cinema in ruins; while war, occupation,
collaboration, and retaliation remain a part of everyday life.

These case studies demonstrate how Lacanian psychoanalysis can play a key role in analyzing the structure
of cinematic discourse and its strategies of containment. As one of the first books outside of feminist film
theory to bring the ideas of Lacan to theories of cinema, this book offers innovative methods that
reinvigorate film analysis. Clear and detailed insights into both Italian culture and the films under
investigation will make this engaging reading for anyone interested in film and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Millicent Doty:

The book Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Cinema
of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open and read a book Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian
Neorealism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Benjamin White:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Cinema of Anxiety: A
Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism to read.

Tony Valdez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book offers high quality.

Stephen Redmond:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of
Italian Neorealism to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book



and examine it. Beside that the publication Cinema of Anxiety: A Psychoanalysis of Italian Neorealism can
to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this
time.
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