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Ancient China collides with newfangled America in this epic tale of opium smugglers, sea pirates, and
dueling clipper ships.
Brilliantly illuminating one of the least-understood areas of American history, best-selling author Eric Jay
Dolin now traces our fraught relationship with China back to its roots: the unforgiving nineteenth-century
seas that separated a brash, rising naval power from a battered ancient empire. It is a prescient fable for our
time, one that surprisingly continues to shed light on our modern relationship with China. Indeed, the furious
trade in furs, opium, and bêche-de-mer--a rare sea cucumber delicacy--might have catalyzed America's
emerging economy, but it also sparked an ecological and human rights catastrophe of such epic proportions
that the reverberations can still be felt today. Peopled with fascinating characters--from the "Financier of the
Revolution" Robert Morris to the Chinese emperor Qianlong, who considered foreigners inferior beings--this
page-turning saga of pirates and politicians, coolies and concubines becomes a must-read for any fan of
Nathaniel Philbrick's Mayflower or Mark Kurlansky's Cod. Two maps, and 16 pages of color and 83 black-
and-white illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Rogers:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take When America First Met China: An Exotic History
of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail as your daily resource information.

Eddie Grabowski:

The book with title When America First Met China: An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age
of Sail has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Tony Hogan:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled When
America First Met China: An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The When America First Met China: An Exotic History of
Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Shelly Sampson:

Beside this When America First Met China: An Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail
in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have When America First Met China: An Exotic
History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as



treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right
now!
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