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The poor health of today's roads--a subject close to the hearts of motorists, taxpayers, and government
treasurers around the world--has resulted from faulty incentives that misdirect government decision-makers,
according to the contributors to Street Smart. During the 1990s, bad government decision-making resulted in
the U.S. Interstate Highway System growing by only one seventh the rate of traffic growth. The poor
maintenance of existing roads is another concern. In cities around the world, highly political and wasteful
government decision-making has led to excessive traffic congestion that has created long commutes, reduced
safety, and caused loss of leisure time.

Street Smart examines the privatization of roads in theory and in practice. The authors see at least four
possible roles for private companies, beyond the well-known one of working under contract to design, build,
or maintain governmentally provided roads. These include testing and licensing vehicles and drivers;
management of government-owned facilities; franchising; and outright private ownership. Two chapters
describe the history of private roads in the United Kingdom and the United States. Contemporary examples
are provided of road pricing, privatizing, and contracting out are evident in environs as diverse as Singapore,
Southern California, and Scandinavia, and cities as different as Bergen, Norway, and London, England.
Finally, several chapters examine strategies for implementing privatization. The principles governing
providing scarce resources in free societies are well known. We apply them to such necessities as energy,
food, and water so why not to "road space"? The main obstacle to private, or semi-private, ownership of
roads is likely to remain the reluctance of the political class to give up a lucrative source of power and
influence.

Those who want decisions about road services to be controlled by the interplay of consumers and suppliers in
free markets, rather than by politicians, will have to explain the need for change. Street Smart makes a
powerful case for the need for change and sheds light on the complex issues involved. Gabriel Roth is a
transport and privatization consultant and a research fellow at the Independent Institute in Oakland,
California.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Street Smart: Competition, Entrepreneurship, and the
Future of Roads is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Christina Epp:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Street Smart:
Competition, Entrepreneurship, and the Future of Roads suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Street Smart: Competition, Entrepreneurship, and the
Future of Roadsis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know
the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world on this book.

Shirley Demers:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Street Smart: Competition, Entrepreneurship, and the
Future of Roads it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book features high quality.

James Fox:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Street Smart: Competition, Entrepreneurship, and the Future of Roads when



you needed it?
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