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The inside story of the Supreme Court decisions that brought true democracy to the United States

As chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, Earl Warren is most often remembered for landmark rulings in
favor of desegregation and the rights of the accused. But Warren himself identified a lesser known group of
cases—Baker v. Carr, Reynolds v. Sims, and their companions—as his most important work. J. Douglas
Smith's On Democracy's Doorstep masterfully recounts the tumultuous and often overlooked events that
established the principle of "one person, one vote" in the United States.

Before the Warren Court acted, American democracy was in poor order. As citizens migrated to urban areas,
legislative boundaries remained the same, giving rural lawmakers from sparsely populated districts
disproportionate political power—a power they often used on behalf of influential business interests. Smith
shows how activists ranging from city boosters in Tennessee to the League of Women Voters worked to end
malapportionment, incurring the wrath of chambers of commerce and southern segregationists as they did so.
Despite a conspiracy of legislative inaction and a 1946 Supreme Court decision that instructed the judiciary
not to enter the "political thicket," advocates did not lose hope. As Smith shows, they skillfully used the
Fourteenth Amendment's Equal Protection Clause to argue for radical judicial intervention. Smith vividly
depicts the unfolding drama as Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy pressed for change, Solicitor General
Archibald Cox cautiously held back, young clerks pushed the justices toward ever-bolder reform, and the
powerful Senate Minority Leader Everett Dirksen obsessively sought to reverse the judicial revolution that
had upended state governments from California to Virginia.

Today, following the Court's recent controversial decisions on voting rights and campaign finance, the
battles described in On Democracy's Doorstep have increasing relevance. With erudition and verve, Smith
illuminates this neglected episode of American political history and confronts its profound consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Sheree Gonzalez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of How the
Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States. Try to make book On Democracy's
Doorstep: The Inside Story of How the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States
as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Sandy Reid:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of How the Supreme Court Brought
"One Person, One Vote" to the United States can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who
have those short extra time problems.

Mandi Rice:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The On
Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of How the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the
United States provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Terry Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of
How the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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