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Early in the twentieth century, drawing upon the hundreds of letters written to his father by students who had
emigrated to northeastern Iowa from Mecklenburg, in northeastern Germany, Johannes Gillhoff created the
composite character of Juernjakob Swehn: the archetype of the upright, honest mensch who personified the
German immigrant, on his way to a better life through ambition and hard work. Gillhoff's farmer-hero,
planting and harvesting his Iowa acres, joking with his neighbors during the snowy winters, building a
church with his own hands, proved so popular with the German public that a million copies of Jürnjakob
Swehn der Amerikafahrer are in print. Now for the first time this wise and endearing book is available in
English.

“First, let's talk about pigs,”Juernjakob Swehn writes from his farm in Iowa. “In America, pigs have a curly
tail and talk in Low German so I can understand them.” Swehn builds a log house and makes a success of
farming, marries a woman who's “a whole different nation that has its confidence from the inside,” raises a
family, and becomes an elder in the Lutheran church. He recognizes his good fortune but acknowledges that
memories of his village grow stronger every year, that “being homesick is the best thing that home can do for
you …no power on earth holds on to you like your homeland.” It is this sense of home, both in Iowa and in
Mecklenburg, that makes Juernjakob Swehn appeal to today's readers as much as he appealed to readers in
1916.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Howell:

The book Letters of a German American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like
a book Letters of a German American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book)? A
few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Letters of a
German American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gerald Sosa:

The knowledge that you get from Letters of a German American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to
America (Bur Oak Book) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Letters of a German
American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Letters of a German American Farmer:
Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book) instantly.

Daniel Metz:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Letters of a German
American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Casey Russell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding



something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
Letters of a German American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book).
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