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Dervish is the vivid and colourful story of one of the more remarkable episodes in the ‘high Empire’ period
of British history. The Mahdi’s rising in the Sudan in the 1880s starting as a localized Holy War against the
‘decadent’ Turkish/Egyptian overlords, engulfed a million square miles of arid territory and forced the
British Liberal Government to get involved after the early disasters of the Hicks expedition and Gordon’s
death at Khartoum.

The narrative, which makes excellent use of the first-hand diaries and reports, including those of Rider
Haggard’s brother Andrew and of Father Ohrwalder (the Austrian missionary who spent ten years of
captivity in the Mahdi’s camp), brilliantly describes the growth and strength of the Mahdist movement and
the extraordinary devotion and discipline of the Dervish troops. Facing such opponents with stoic endurance
were the British, Egyptian and Sudanese Negro soldiers, and the resulting military engagements evoked
amazing feats of courage and derring-do on both sides.

The Dervish Empire outlasted the Mahdi by thirteen years. It ended in the battle of Omdurman and
Kitchener’s reconquest of the Sudan, which was well supported by Reginald Wingate’s military intelligence
operations. It lasted a comparatively brief span of time, but it had been established at the expense not only of
the neighbouring Abyssinians but also of the European white man, at a time when Britain was approaching
the zenith of its imperial power.

Philip Warner is author of Passchendale and The Zeebrugge Raid and numerous other first rate histories. He
wrote the biographies of Auchinleck and Horrocks. He was the military obituary writer of The Daily
Telegraph for many years. In WW2 he was a POW of the Japanese for 1,000 days. He died in 2000.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading through a book?
Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Dervish: The Rise and Fall of an African Empire.

Marilyn McDermott:

The book Dervish: The Rise and Fall of an African Empire gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Dervish:
The Rise and Fall of an African Empire to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like open and read a guide Dervish: The Rise and Fall of an African Empire. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Cristen Washington:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Dervish: The Rise and Fall of an
African Empire is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Russell Fielder:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dervish: The Rise and Fall of an African
Empire can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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