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In 1838 Charles Darwin jotted in a notebook, “He who understands baboon would do more towards
metaphysics than Locke.” Baboon Metaphysics is Dorothy L. Cheney and Robert M. Seyfarth’s fascinating
response to Darwin’s challenge.
           
Cheney and Seyfarth set up camp in Botswana’s Okavango Delta, where they could intimately observe
baboons and their social world. Baboons live in groups of up to 150, including a handful of males and eight
or nine matrilineal families of females. Such numbers force baboons to form a complicated mix of short-term
bonds for mating and longer-term friendships based on careful calculations of status and individual need.
           
But Baboon Metaphysics is concerned with much more than just baboons’ social organization—Cheney and
Seyfarth aim to fully comprehend the intelligence that underlies it. Using innovative field experiments, the
authors learn that for baboons, just as for humans, family and friends hold the key to mitigating the ill effects
of grief, stress, and anxiety.
           
Written with a scientist’s precision and a nature-lover’s eye, Baboon Metaphysics gives us an unprecedented
and compelling glimpse into the mind of another species.
 “The vivid narrative is like a bush detective story.”—Steven Poole, Guardian
 
“Baboon Metaphysics is a distillation of a big chunk of academic lives. . . . It is exactly what such a book
should be—full of imaginative experiments, meticulous scholarship, limpid literary style, and above all, truly
important questions.”—Alison Jolly, Science
 
“Cheney and Seyfarth found that for a baboon to get on in life involves a complicated blend of short-term
relationships, friendships, and careful status calculations. . . . Needless to say, the ensuing political
machinations and convenient romantic dalliances in the quest to become numero uno rival the bard
himself.”—Science News
 
“Cheney and Seyfarth’s enthusiasm is obvious, and their knowledge is vast and expressed with great clarity.
All this makes Baboon Metaphysics a captivating read. It will get you thinking—and maybe spur you to
travel to Africa to see it all for yourself.”—Asif A. Ghazanfar, Nature
 
“Through ingenious playback experiments . . . Cheney and Seyfarth have worked out many aspects of what
baboons used their minds for, along with their limitations. Reading a baboon’s mind affords an excellent
grasp of the dynamics of baboon society. But more than that, it bears on the evolution of the human mind
and the nature of human existence.”—Nicholas Wade, New York Times
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From reader reviews:

Alexandra Sauer:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Baboon Metaphysics: The Evolution of a Social Mind book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Baboon Metaphysics: The Evolution of a Social Mind content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Baboon Metaphysics: The Evolution of a Social Mind is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kai Martin:

The experience that you get from Baboon Metaphysics: The Evolution of a Social Mind is a more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Baboon Metaphysics: The Evolution of a Social Mind giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Baboon Metaphysics:
The Evolution of a Social Mind instantly.

Jacob Lehr:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Baboon Metaphysics: The Evolution
of a Social Mind publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Baboon
Metaphysics: The Evolution of a Social Mind as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This
is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Ana May:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Baboon Metaphysics: The Evolution of a
Social Mind. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming



precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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