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Few scenes capture the American experience so eloquently as that of a lonely train chugging across the
vastness of the Great Plains, or snaking through tortuous high mountain passes. Although this vision was
eclipsed for a time by the rise of air travel and trucking, railroads have enjoyed a rebirth in recent years as
profitable freight carriers.

A fascinating account of the rise, decline, and rebirth of railroads in the United States, John F. Stover's
American Railroads traces their history from the first lines that helped eastern seaports capture western
markets to today's newly revitalized industry. Stover describes the growth of the railroads' monopoly, with
the consequent need for state and federal regulations; relates the vital part played by the railroads during the
Civil War and the two World Wars; and charts the railroads' decline due to the advent of air travel and
trucking during the 1950s.

In two new chapters, Stover recounts the remarkable recovery of the railroads, along with other pivotal
events of the industry's recent history. During the 1960s declining passenger traffic and excessive federal
regulation led to the federally-financed creation of Amtrak to revive passenger service and Conrail to provide
freight service on bankrupt northeastern railroads. The real savior for the railroads, though, proved to be the
Staggers Rail Act of 1980, which brought prosperity to rail freight carriers by substantially deregulating the
industry. By 1995, renewed railroad freight traffic had reached nearly twice its former peak in 1944.

Bringing both a seasoned eye and new insights to bear on one of the most American of industries, Stover has
produced the definitive history of railroads in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Robinson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of American Railroads
(The Chicago History of American Civilization) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Robert Wallace:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take American Railroads (The Chicago History of American
Civilization) as the daily resource information.

Leon King:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled American Railroads (The Chicago History of American
Civilization) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Sylvia Medina:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this American Railroads (The Chicago History of American Civilization) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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